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sadaqah goes to those sayyids who, after completing their
theological studies in Irak (Mesopotamia), return as 'ulama,
to be consulted on matters of law and religion, to draw up
marriage contracts, and to perform other "clerical" duties,
If we may so call them. Collections in money and kind are
made every year for the acknowledged sayyld of the dis-
trict. Other descendants of the "royal house/5 numbering
several hundreds, are obliged to supplement their small share
of the dole by work which Is done for other people usually,
as they seldom are landowners. They collect their own
dole by a house-to-house visitation, proving their claims to
descent from the house of fAli by a certificate countersigned
by the seals of well-known sayyids. Both classes, learned
and unlearned, are said to be distinguished by a meticulous
observance of all the ordinances of their religion. Sayyids
are extremely common in Persia.
From the fact that the Shi'ahs reject the corpus of Sunni
traditions, including those preserved by the first three
caliphs, whom they repudiate, it Is often hastily assumed
that they deny all tradition. On the contrary, they have a
corpus of their own, including many sayings of 'AH and
the other imams. In Syria this is Interpreted for them by
an especial mufti appointed by the Turkish Government.
The differences between Sunnl and Shi'ah practices are
mainly confined to details of ritual. There is some variation
in the ceremony of ablution before prayer. For example,
the Sunnl lets the water run from the hand down the arm to
the elbow; the Metawali reverses the process so that the
water runs from the elbow to the hand. Before praying
he should remove from his person anything of gold, such as
rings or a watch. He should always carry with him a
"sejdi," or praying pebble, a cake of baked clay, made of
earth from Mecca or Medinah or Kerbela, or some other
notable place of visitation. This is to be placed on the
ground before him so that his forehead may touch it in the
due course of prostration. In case it is lost or unavailable,
he may substitute as a reminder a round stone or a bit of
green paper or leaves from any plant that does not bear fruit.
A sejdi that I have handled is octagonal in shape, measur-

